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The Jewish Center, a cornerstone of Modern Orthodox Jewish Life on 
the Upper West Side, inspires its members and embraces the broader 
Jewish community through vibrant prayer, serious Torah study, spiritual 
inquiry, charitable endeavors, appreciation of world culture and an 
abiding commitment to the State of Israel. 

In these pages, you will discover a Center that is the religious, intellectual 
and spiritual home for each of its members as well as a Modern Orthodox 
Center for Jewish Life and Learning that is welcoming to all. 

We invite you to explore the full range of our fresh classes and new 
programs, and we look forward to seeing you at The Jewish Center.

X
Table of contents:
Tefillah at The Jewish Center ........................................................ Page 3 
Upcoming Events ............................................................................. Page 4 
Peace of Mind .......................................................................... Page 5 
The May and Samuel Rudin Lecture ............................. Page 6 
Centennial Year Planning .............................................................. Page 7 
Youth Department .......................................................................... Page 8 
Fall Lecture Series ..........................................................................   Page 10 
JC Book Club ...................................................................................  Page 11
Special Programs ...................................................................................  Page 12
Jewish Center University Course Listings and Descriptions ....  Page 13
Chesed Opportunities .......................................................................... Page 15
Support The Jewish Center  ................................................................. Page 16
Faculty and Staff  .............................................................................  Page 17



T
efillah

 at T
h

e JC

3

X

The Jewish Center | Fall Program Guide 2016/5777

Hashkama Minyan 
7:45AM

With a close-knit feel, this minyan features a 15 minute shiur taught 
by a member of our clergy in conjunction with a hot Kiddush 
immediately following davening. 

Main Sanctuary 
9:00AM

Cantor Chaim David Berson leads the service with melodies and 
songs that never fail to inspire. Rabbi Yosie Levine’s weekly sermons 
address timely and timeless issues and speak to the congregants’ 
relationships with one another and with Hashem. 

Young Leadership 
Minyan 
9:30AM

This minyan is the nucleus of the YL Committee’s social and religious 
programming. Young Professionals are encouraged to join us and 
participate in inspiring Tefillot and engaging  shabbat experiences.  

Teen Minyan

All Jewish Center, Upper West Side teens and their friends are welcome 
to join! Following davening, teens will enjoy an amazing hot kiddush. 
Davening and layning are led by, and Divrei Torah are given by, teens 
under the guidance of our Youth Director Gaby Minsky.

Friday Night Lights: 
Carlebach Minyan

Led by Cantor Chaim David Berson this service uses the tunes of 
Shlomo Carlebach to inspire us and transform our Friday night 
experience.

Musical Havdalah

All are welcome to join our family-friendly musical Havdalah led by 
Cantor Chaim David Berson and various musical guests throughout the 
winter season. This monthly program is perfect for kids and adults of all 
ages, complete with beautiful tunes and hot chocolate. Please visit our 
website for this years schedule.

MJE Beginners 
Service 
9:30AM

Led by Rabbi Mark Wildes, this Saturday morning service is 
designed for people who know little or nothing about Jewish prayer. 
Service is followed by Kiddush, refreshments and socializing. 
No charge. Co sponsored with NJOP

SHABBAT SERVICES 

Sunday and Weekday Services
On Sundays and legal holidays, Shacharit is held in the Max Stern Auditorium at 8:30AM. 
On weekday mornings, Shacharit is at 7:00AM and 8:00AM in the Marion and Max 
Grill Beit Midrash (4th floor). For Minchah and Maariv, Rosh Chodesh, fast days, Chol 
Hamoed and Selichot days the times are adjusted (see calendar on our website). 

Women’s Tehillim 7:15PM
Join us every other Monday as we recite the entire Book of Tehillim for those who need 
our spiritual support and for the safety and well-being of our brothers and sisters in Israel. 
Please visit our website for more information. 
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Thanksgiving Pack-A-Thon  
Hosted by Congregation Shearith 
Israel
Thursday, November 24, 10:00 am 

We are pleased to announce that throughout this 
year we will be joining forces with Congregation 
Shearith Israel for a number of exciting and 
powerful programs. The first program is an inter-
faith Pack-A-Thon on Thanksgiving morning. 
Together with UJA’s Tov B’Yachad and West End 
Collegiate Church the community will come 
together for this meaningful and impactful event 
and will ensure that our packages of nutritious 
and kosher food get delivered to people in need. 
The Pack-a-thon will have a youth track as well. 
Stay tuned for registration details in upcoming 
emails. If you’d like to join the event committee 
and help ensure the success of this important 
activity, please contact Sarah Sue at  
slandau@shearithisrael.org.

Stay tuned for information about our winter 
ski trip and spring barbecue. To get involved 
in our joint synagogue events please email 
Rabbi Zirkind at dzirkind@jewishcenter.org or 
achdutinaction@gmail.com

Annual Youth Department Pre-Chanuka 
Family Dinner
Friday Night December 2nd 
The JC Youth Department invites the community 
to dine and mingle while your children are 
entertained in a family friendly friday night 
dinner. More information to follow. Sponsorship 
opportunities are available. To learn more email our 
youth directors at jennandgaby@jewishcenter.org

Young Leadership Hospitality Shabbat 
and Oneg 
Shabbat Morning December 3rd 

The Young Leadership community will be joining 
together for shabbat meals hosted by YL for YL 
in each other’s homes following our Shabbat 
morning minyan. After lunch, participants will 
join together back at The JC for dessert and a 
special shiur with Dr. Erica Brown. To host a 
meal as part of this program please e-mail 
yl@jewishcenter.org 

December 25th Ski Trip

The Jewish Center and Congregation Shearith 
Israel will be teaming up for a day trip full 
of skiing and community building, Sunday 
December 25th (weather permitting). To 
volunteer in planning the trip please contact  
yl@jewishcenter.org More details to follow.

Teen v Clergy Basketball! 
January 7th

Join us for this blockbuster basketball match on 
Motzei Shabbat January 7th!  Come and cheer on 
your favorite rabbis  as they are challenged by our 
great youth players!

For more information about events 
and programs at The JC,  

contact Rabbi Zirkind at 212-724-2700 
x119 or dzirkind@jewishcenter.org
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The Jewish Center Welcomes

Peace of Mind
Developed by the Israel Center for Psychotrauma/Herzog 
Hospital, Peace of Mind (POM) provides a bridge back to 
civilian life through a 9-month psychotrauma therapy program 
which includes one week in our community. POM helps Israeli 
veterans who served in high-risk combat units, under extremely 
difficult circumstances, make a smooth transition back to 
civilian life. This workshop will enable the veterans to process 
their service experiences and let go of the burden they have 
been carrying around.
The JC is honored to welcome our second group of former 
IDF soldiers from an elite high-risk combat unit during their 
therapeutic workshop. The entire JC family, from the Youth 
Department through Advanced Leadership, is invited to be 
involved in this amazing week. Please join us in showing our 
hakarat hatov and creating a life-changing experience for these 
soldiers who have given so much for the State of Israel.

Whether you have a little time or a lot to give to this project (during the 
day or in the evening), we look forward to hearing from you. 
 
For more information, and to get involved please contact  
pom@jewishcenter.org. For additional details and exact dates in 
December, please see the upcoming Shabbat Bulletins.

Opportunities To Get 
Involved
•	 Host the participants
•	 Sponsor lunch boxes, 

transportation or 
evening events for the 
group   

•	 Chaperone activities 
•	 Help drive participants 

to events
•	 Join us for a community 

wide Friday Night Dinner
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The May and Samuel Rudin Lecture: 
The Jewish Center invites you to a special lecture by 
Bret Stephens 

The State of Our Union: A Post-Election Briefing  
Shabbat November 12th at 11:00AM 

Bret Stephens is the deputy editorial page editor of the Wall Street Journal, 
for which he won the Pulitzer Prize for commentary in 2013. He is a graduate 
of the University of Chicago and holds a Masters from the London School 
of Economics. From 2002 to 2004 Mr. Stephens served as the Editor-in-
Chief of The Jerusalem Post. In addition to the Journal, he is a respected 
commentator on American and Israeli foreign affairs, a regular panelist on the 
Journal Editorial Report, a weekly political talk show broadcast on Fox News 
Channel and the author of “America in Retreat: The New Isolationism and 
the Coming Global Disorder,” (2014). He lives here in New York City with 
his wife and three children. 

Registration
The event is free and open to the public. Please visit www.jewishcenter.org for more information

May and Samuel Rudin Lecture Series
The May and Samuel Rudin Lecture Series at The Jewish Center was established by Mr. 
Jack Rudin in memory of his beloved parents, longtime members and leaders of The Jewish 
Center. It was designed to provide the New York City community with the opportunity to hear 
from renowned religious leaders, prominent public figures and outstanding scholars on issues 
of critical importance to contemporary society and religion. Our most recent speakers have 
included: David Gregory, Erica Brown and David Brooks, Senator Joseph Lieberman, Senator 
Cory Booker; Dr. Eric Kandel, Nobel Laureate; Lord Jonathan Sacks, Chief Rabbi of the United 
Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth; Ambassador Yehuda Avner, Israeli diplomat; 
Mayim Bialik, Award-winning Actress; The Honorable John Ashcroft, former U.S. Attorney 
General; General Colin Powell, former Secretary of State; Lee Bollinger, President of Columbia 
University; John Sexton, President of New York University; Richard Joel, President of Yeshiva 
University; Yuli Edelstein, Speaker of Knesset; Edward Cardinal Egan, Archbishop of New York; 
Rabbi Norman Lamm, Chancellor of Yeshiva University;Senator Joseph Lieberman and Governor 
Thomas Kean, Chairman of the 9/11 Commission.
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Babies and Toddlers 
through age 3 
with Isabel Tsesarsky
Geller Youth Center
The Morah runs a fun and active 
program for children under age 
3.  Parents can drop off or stay and 
encourage their children to try out 
songs, games, and age appropriate 
conversations for Shabbat and 
Holidays. The group always ends with 
kiddush before the children join their 
parents for Adon Olam in the Main 
Sanctuary.

3-4 year olds 
with Zoe Ogden
Geller Youth Center
Children sing tefilah and Shabbat 
songs, learn about the weekly parsha, 
play Shabbat games, and listen to Torah 
related stories. The children also get 
to choose games to play, stories to 
hear, and enjoy kiddush before going 
upstairs to lead Adon Olam with 
Cantor Berson in the Main Sanctuary.
 
5-6 year olds 
with Rachel Karpf
Geller Youth Center
At this group, our children spend 
time each week learning more about 
tefilah and play more elaborate parsha 
and holiday related games. Children 
also get parsha time, stories, guided 
play and kiddush. After kiddush, the 
children go upstairs and lead Adon 
Olam with Cantor Berson in the Main 
Sanctuary.

2nd-3rd grade 
with Molly Goldmeier
7th floor 
Children have opportunities for 
free play then take part in advanced 
davening in the form of a “Junior 
Congregation” on the 7th floor. Our 
youth play more complex parsha 
related games, answer parsha quizzes, 
play ice breakers, learn new active 
games and enjoy parasha related 
stories. The group ends with kiddush.

4th-6th grade 
with Todd Carney
7th floor 
Our children are ready to be leaders 
in our “Junior Congregation”, leading 
davening, even more parsha time and 
quizzes, and more elaborate games and 
icebreakers. Our rabbinic team often 
visits with this group to teach about the 
parasha.  Group participants also get 
to take part in guided play where the 
children can be more creative and take 
charge.

Shabbat Afternoon Park 
Meet-Up
Looking for an activity for your 
younger children shabbat afternoon?  
Join other JC families at various 
parks on shabbat afternoon while the 
weather’s still warm.  We will have an 
indoor rain date location as well.  See 
weekly shabbat bulletin for park or 
location of the week. This is for families 
with children 8 and younger
 

Afternoon Groups:
5th floor 
For boys and girls in 2nd-7th grade 
there’s no better way to spend Shabbat 
afternoons in NYC. With full access 
to the JC gym and interactive games, 
your child will play with friends in a 
fun and safe environment. Led by our 
experienced leaders, Yael Kahn Pinto, 
and her husband Tony, your child 
will have a great time playing sports 
and games, munching on snacks, and 
discussing topics in Jewish life. Times 
vary according to the Mincha schedule.
 
Teen Minyan
4th floor 
The Jewish Center teen minyan, 
which meets once a month, is a forum 
for young men and women to take 
leadership roles in their religious lives. 
Davening and leining are led by the 
young men, and our young women 
deliver divrei Torah exploring the 
Kriat HaTorah and explicating Shabbat 
Tefillah. The minyan is followed by a 
wonderful Kiddush where the teens 
can socialize.  
For more information, or to volunteer to 
lead part of the service, contact Gaby at 
jennandgaby@jewishcenter.org. 

Parent Child Learning!
4th floor 
Join one of our Rabbis on a weekly 
basis to study wisdom relevant to the 
weekly parsha and chagim with your 
children. Times vary according to the 
Mincha schedule.

JEWISH CENTER 
YOUTH DEPARTMENT

The Jewish Center Youth Department is one of the most 
successfully run youth programs on the Upper West Side 
and remains a wonderful draw for young families in our 
community. With professionally run Shabbat programs 
and a plethora of exciting and educational year-round 
events, parents of children in preschool through 6th 
grade can participate fully in synagogue and holiday 
services while their children are exposed to introductory 
tefillah	education,	Parsha	study,	and	some	wonderful	
peer fun as well. The Jewish Center is the center for the 
entire family, including your tots and teens. 
For more information about our Youth events, 
please contact our Youth Directors, Jennifer and 
Gaby Minsky - jennandgaby@jewishcenter.org.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

For more information about Youth events or to become a sponsor, please contact 
our Youth Directors, Jenn and Gaby, at jennandgaby@jewishcenter.org.

Youth Department Movie Night 
November 12th
Join us for our first movie night of the year!  Popcorn 
and Pizza will be served!!!!

Thanksgiving Day Firehouse Visit
November 24th 
Join the youth department to decorate gratitude cards 
and to deliver delicious home baked goods to our local 
fire department.
Free!

Annual Pre-Chanukah Family Shabbat 
Dinner
December 2nd 
Dine and mingle while your children are entertained in 
a family friendly friday night dinner.

Krav Maga and Zumba Night
December 3rd  
Join us for an evening of strength, fitness and Zumba! 
Get your heart racing in a high-energy Zumba Class or 
test your strength in an action packed fitness session 
with a master Krav Maga trainer and Nummy Kimmel 
teaching Zumba!

Teen v Clergy Basketball!
January 7th
Join us for this blockbuster basketball match on 
Motzei Shabbat January 7th!  Come and cheer on your 
favorite rabbis  as they are challenged by our great 
youth players!

JEWISH CENTER YOUTH DEPARTMENT
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Yossi Klein HaLevi 
Monday November 7th at 8:00PM
Like Dreamers: An American Author, An Israeli Story and The 
International Backdrop of Modern Israel
Yossi Klein Halevi is a senior fellow at the Shalom Hartman Institute in Jerusalem. He 
is a former contributing editor of the New Republic and writes for the op-ed pages of 
leading American newspapers, including the Wall Street Journal, the New York Times 
and the Los Angeles Times. He moved to Israel in 1982, and lives in Jerusalem with his 
wife, Sarah, a landscape designer, and their three children.

Bret Stephens 
Shabbat, November 12th at 11:00AM 
The State of Our Union: A Post-Election Briefing
The May and Samuel Rudin Lecture
Mr. Bret Stephens has been Columnist and Editor for the editorial page of The Wall 
Street Journal, Inc. since August 2009. Mr. Stephens served as an Editor-in-Chief at The 
Jerusalem Post. He has been a Member of Editorial Board of The Wall Street Journal 
since August 2009.

Dr. Erica Brown, JC Community Scholar
Shabbat December 2,3 2016
See our Shabbat Bulletin for details and lecture schedule

November 12
Rabbi Noach Goldstein
Jewish Center Resident Scholar

November 19
Natalie Sopinsky
Director of Community Development, 
One Israel Fund

November 26
Shaul Seidler-Feller
Hebrew University Graduate Student in 
Judaic History

December 3
Dr. Erica Brown
Jewish Center Community Scholar

December 10
Stories of Combat and 
Compassion from the 
Israel Defense Force

Seudah Shlishit Speakers Series
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JEWISH CENTER BOOK CLUB 5777/2016-17
THE JEWISH-AMERICAN CULTURAL 
ENCOUNTER:  TALES OF NEW YORK CITY 
Our theme this year at the Jewish Center Book Club --now in its 16th year -- is the intersection of 
Jewish and American life in New York City.  The three selections are works of recognized literary 
merit that cover different time periods.  We begin with Cynthia Ozick’s The Puttermesser Papers 
(1997)		--	a	collection	of	five	stories	woven	around	one	protagonist,	Ruth	Puttermesser,	an	aging	
civil servant with a rich and fertile inner life, who creates her own Golem.  Our second selection 
is The Tenants of Moonbloom (1963) by Edward Lewis Wallant (best known for The Pawnbroker), 
who	died	at	the	age	of	36.		Published	posthumously	and	regarded	as	a	“neglected	masterpiece,”	
The Tenants of Moonbloom is centered around Norman Moonbloom, a rent collector in his 
brother’s apartment building, and his gradual awakening to recognition of suffering beyond 
his	own.		Our	final	selection	is	Little Failure:  A Memoir (2014) by Gary Shteyngart, in which the 
context is the Russian Jewish-American émigré experience.  The author, who moved with his 
parents from Leningrad to Queens as a young child, tells a story – by turns funny, angry, and sad 
-- of complex family relationships and the evolving balance between cultures.

Sunday, November 20, 2016
The Puttermesser Papers 
by	Cynthia	Ozick	•	Discussant:	Dr.	Jerome	Chanes

All are welcome to join the book club. 
If you have any questions, please email Dinah at bookclub@jewishcenter.org.

Sunday, January 27, 2017
The Tenants of Moonbloom
by	Edward	Lewis	Wallant	•	Discussant:	Esther	Nussbaum

Sunday, May 21, 2017
Little Failure:  A Memoir
by	Gary	Shteyngart	•	Discussant:	TBA
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Shabbat of Song Featuring  
Cantor Chaim Dovid Berson and Lipa Schmeltzer
Shabbat Shira February 10-11, 2017

The Jewish Center welcomes singer and songwriter Lipa Schmeltzer 
for a special Shabbat of Song weekend. Lipa will perform alongside our 
Cantor Chaim Dovid Berson throughout Shabbat Tefillot, as well as a 
Friday Night Dinner geared towards families and children, a community 
wide Friday Night Oneg and an exciting musical havdallah to close the 
weekend. 

Sponsorship opportunities are available.
For more information contact Cantor Berson at 
cdberson@jewishcenter.org

Details and registration will be available soon.

A Chef’s Master Class 
Monday November 14th @ 8:00PM 

The Jewish Center Sisterhood invites you to Chef 's 
Master Class featuring Chef Mark Hennessey and 
Jose Meirelles the owner of New York's famous 
Le Marais. The evening will feature a presentation 
about the restaurant's unique history, a cooking 
demonstration and tasting by Le Marais' 
acclaimed chef and a book signing for their new 
cookbook LeMarais, A Rare Steakhouse Well Done. 
Learn tips for cooking the perfect steak and hear about 
the journey of a non-Kosher Chef into the world of 
Kosher cooking.

Admission: $25 donation to the Jewish Center Sisterhood. 
This event is open to men and women!

For more info and to register visit our website www.jewishcenter.org
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Judaism & the Origins of Christianity
Rabbi Ari Lamm 
Tuesdays at 7:00PM • 7th Floor

What sort of Jews were responsible for creating what we now know as Christianity, the most 
popular religion in the world? How did they live their lives? What sort of laws and beliefs did 
they affirm? Were they recognizably different from other Jews? What are the origins of the 
term “Christianity”? Most importantly, what lessons should aspiring Ovdei Hashem draw 
from studying this ancient turning point in world history? This class - suitable for beginners 
and advanced students alike - will explore all of these questions and more. The entire series 
will be dedicated to these themes, but each class will technically stand alone, and attendees 
are therefore encouraged to attend all, some, or even just one as they are able.
 

Genesis
Sadye and Henry Bayer Chumash Class

Rabbi Yosie Levine 
Tuesdays at 8:00PM • 4th Floor

So many of life’s most timely and urgent challenges trace their roots to the book of Genesis: Sibling 
rivalry; individuation in the context of familial expectation; faith and doubt; compassion and justice; 
the search for companionship; estrangement and reconciliation; and the triumph of hope over 
despair. Calling upon both classical and modern commentaries, this course will perform a close 
reading of an excerpt from each week’s Torah portion. We will explore these questions among others 
as we keep one eye trained on the text’s message for our time.

Heretic
Rabbi Dovid Zirkind 
Mondays at 8:00PM • 4th Floor

Throughout the ages, accusations of heresy, blasphemy and the like have separate believer 
and disbeliever in the world of the faithful. This course explores the Talmudic terminology, 
Rabbinic Enactments and Social Implications of religious rebellion. What constituted heresy 
in the eyes of our sages? What ramifications did that status have and what lessons does it 
hold for us today in maintaining a faithful community in a world that has grown distant from 
religion. 
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Israel Friedman Daf Yomi
Rotating JCU Faculty
Weekdays at 7:45AM, 
Shabbat afternoon between 
Mincha and Maariv
Location: 1st floor classroom

Shabbat

Rabbi Israel Silverstein 
Mishnayot Class
Rabbi Yosie Levine
Shabbat Morning at 8:30AM
A freewheeling discussion of Jewish law 
and custom. This semester we will be 
studying Masechet Makkot. 

Hashkama Shiur
Shabbat mornings at 9:15AM
5th Floor Dance Studio
Taught in conjunction with a hot Kiddush 
every Shabbat morning , this highly 
participatory class uses topics that relate 
to the weekly Parshah as well as pertinent 
contemporary halachic issues.  

Hilchot Shabbat
Rabbi Dovid Zirkind
Shabbat Afternoons (see 
weekly bulletin for exact times)

Monday

Heretic
Rabbi Dovid Zirkind
8:00PM • 4th Floor 
For more information, please see page 14.

Tuesday

Advanced Talmud 
Chabura
Rabbi Noach Goldstein
7:45AM • 8th floor

Nosh and Drash
Adena Berkowitz
10:15-11:30AM • 4th Floor
Join us for this weekly Parsha shiur 
focusing on the intellectual and spiritual 
insights from the Torah. For women only.

Judaism & the Origins of 
Christianity
Rabbi Ari Lamm
7:00PM • 7th Floor
For more information, please see page 14.

Genesis
Rabbi Yosie Levine
8:00PM • 4th Floor
For more information, please see page 14.

Wednesday 

Women of the Bible:
Rabbi Yosie Levine
11:00AM • 4th Floor 
Beginning with Eve, this series explores 
the lives and legacies of the women of 
the bible. Through close textual readings 
and exploration of the classic Biblical 
commentaries, this class for women will 
attempt to gain a deeper understanding 
of the characters we know so well. This 
semester we will be studying the Book of 
II Samuel

Jewish Center University 
runs from October 31 to 
December 22
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Upper West Side Gemach
located on the 6th	floor	of	The	Jewish	Center
This is a repository for new and gently used 
clothes for those in need - both within our 
community and beyond it. The Gemach is 
stocked with clothes for all ages and seasons. 
All	are	welcome	to	schedule	a	confidential	and	
private appointment with the Gemach.

This initiative is volunteer-driven – by both teens 
and adults. We request that volunteers help sort 
clothes as donations come in, greet shoppers 
during their private appointments and donate 
clothes during our clothing drive.

Interested to become a volunteer or know more 
about the Gemach? Email Adira Hulkower at 
uwsgemach@jewishcenter.org.

Bikkur Cholim 
The Jewish Center’s Bikkur Cholim Committee 
invites you to participate in one or all of our 
programs. We have Shabbat visits to Mt. Sinai 
Hospital on a weekly basis, programming at 
the Atria Senior Residents Facility on West 
86th once a month, and Bikkur Cholim 
By	 Phone.	 Please	 see	 The	 Jewish	 Center	
weekly bulletin for programming dates or 
email Shira Silton for more information at  
bikkurcholim@jewishcenter.org.    

Bikkur in the Home (BKITH)
Bikkur in the Home Group is the exciting 
initiative within the Bikur Cholim committee. 
Our goal is to ensure that community care and 
support is made present to the homebound. 
Building relationships between the homebound 

and the community is facilitated through the 
following activities: home visits, telephone calls 
during the week, errand assistance. Through 
these mitzvahs, a meaningful foundation of 
companionship and reciprocal appreciation 
is	 cultivated.	 Please	 see	 The	 Jewish	 Center	
weekly bulletin programming dates or for more 
information email Bikurinthehome@gmail.com.

Youth Bikkur Cholim 
Since October  2013, there  has  been  a 
remarkable expansion of the BKITH program 
that includes a partnership with The Jewish 
Center Youth Department! Once a month, on 
Shabbat afternoons, BKITH leaders pair up 
with our youth to visit home-bound residents. 
We are eagerly looking forward to another 
incredible year of collective chesed activities 
with both The JC youth and now High School 
students, all of  whom are emerging as the 
next generation of  talented BKITH leaders!
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The Jewish Center is pleased to offer many classes, programs, and social opportunities to 
the Jewish community free of charge. To continue to fulfill our mission as the Center for 
Jewish Life and Learning on the Upper West Side, we depend on the munificence of our 
participants. We invite you to join the growing number of members and donors who so 
generously support us.

For more information please visit www.jewishcenter.org

Library/Beit Midrash
The Jewish Center aims to make the Library/
Beit Midrash a place where everyone will 
feel comfortable to learn and study. We are 
continuously expanding our literary resources 
with relevant works and greatly appreciate 
your book requests and donations. To support 
our learning center, please contact lbm@
jewishcenter.org or visit our website.

Kiddush or Seudah Shlishit 
Sponsorship
One of the best parts of The Jewish Center is 
shmoozing during Kiddush. This time helps us 
build the connections that make us a strong, 
vibrant community. By sponsoring a Kiddush, 
you participate in supporting and fostering 
that sense of community. You can honor 
someone, remember someone, celebrate a 
simcha or a personal accomplishment.

There are many different Kiddushes 
(Community Kiddush, Hashkama 
Kiddush, Young Leadership Kiddush, 
Youth Birthday Kiddushes) and levels 
of Kiddush sponsorship. To support our 
Kiddushes, please contact Aaron Strum at  
astrum@jewishcenter.org. 

Memorial Plaques
We recently installed a new Memorial Board 
on the west side of our Main Sanctuary. 
Purchasing an individual or family plaque 
is a wonderful way to memorialize a loved 
one. If you would like more information, 
please contact our Executive Director, 
Aaron Strum at 212-724-2700 x107 or at  
astrum@jewishcenter.org.

Rabbi Leo Jung Memorial Fund
Throughout the year, hundreds of people and 
places turn to The Jewish Center for financial 
assistance: orphanages, hospitals, poor people, 
yeshivot, and others. They come to The Jewish 
Center from our local community, from across 
the United States, and from Israel because The 
Jewish Center is known as an institution that 
embodies the values of chessed and tzedakah. 
Our charity fund, named after and created 
by Rabbi Dr. Leo Jung, zt”l, was established 
to help Jews in need throughout the world. 
Monies from this account are distributed at the 
discretion of the Rabbi.

These are just some of the ways you can show 
your appreciation and support for The Jewish 
Center. For more information about other 
sponsorship opportunities, please contact Aaron 
Strum at astrum@jewishcenter.org or call 212-
724-2700.

Become a Member of The JC 
Membership at The Jewish Center provides a wide array of 
outstanding social, cultural, recreational, educational, and 
religious activities for people of all ages. Our programs and 
services celebrate Judaism, community, family, and the 
creation of friendships. The Jewish Center is the Modern 
Orthodox Center for Jewish Life and Learning that is 
welcoming to all; it’s where you belong.

Join today!
Apply online at 
www.jewishcenter.org 
or pick up a membership 
application in The JC 
lobby.
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YOSIE LEVINE
RABBI
Rabbi Yosie Levine joined The Jewish 
Center’s rabbinic team in 2004. He 
earned a BA in English and Comparative 
Literature from Columbia College 

and was awarded the university’s William F. Curtis award 
for outstanding oratory. A Wexner Graduate Fellow, Rabbi 
Levine received rabbinic ordination from the Rabbi Isaac 
Elchanan Theological Seminary and was the winner of 
RIETS’ writing prize. He holds an MPA in Public Policy 
from NYU’s Robert F. Wagner Graduate School and is 
currently pursuing a doctoral degree in Modern Jewish 
History at Yeshiva University’s Bernard Revel Graduate 
School. Rabbi Levine served as Rabbinic Intern, Assistant 
Rabbi and Associate Rabbi at The Jewish Center where he 
received practical rabbinic training and mentoring from 
Rabbi Ari Berman. Before joining the Center, he served as the 
educational director of the Lauder Foundation’s Beit Midrash 
in Berlin, Germany and as the visiting scholar of Congregation 
Knesseth Israel in Birmingham, Alabama. Rabbi Levine has 
taken a leadership role in the issue of day school affordability 
and and serves as the chair of Manhattan Day School Political 
Advocacy Committee. He is active in numerous communal 
organizations including AIPAC, the Beth Din of America, 
UJA-Federation of New York and the Rabbinical Council of 
America. Rabbi Levine’s wife, Rachel, is a clinical psychologist 
in private practice in Manhattan. They are the proud parents 
of Akiva, Yehoshua and Ari.

DOVID ZIRKIND
ASSOCIATE RABBI
Rabbi Dovid Zirkind attended Yeshivat 
Kerem B’Yavneh for two years. He 
attended Yeshiva University, graduating 
with honors with a B.A. in Psychology. 
He then attended the Rabbi Isaac 

Elchanan Theological Seminary. Most recently, he served 
as Kollel Fellow at the Yeshiva University Beit Midrash in 
Toronto and served as the Rabbinic Assistant at Shaarei 
Shomayim Congregation. He and his wife Ariella, are the 
proud parents of Amira, Gali and Kayla.

DR. ADENA BERKOWITZ
JCU FACULTY
Dr. Adena Berkowitz, co founder of Kol 
HaNeshamah, has a background in both 
law and Jewish Studies from Yeshiva 
University’s Cardozo Law School and the 

Jewish Theological Seminary. She is the co-author of Shaarei 
Simcha-Gates of Joy, a mini prayerbook-the first liturgical 
work in the modern era written by Orthodox women for use 
in the Jewish community. She is visiting lecturer at Yeshivat 
Chovevei Torah Rabbinical School and is the author of the 
forthcoming (Spring 2017) User Friendly Family Haggadah. 
She lives in New York with her husband Rabbi Zev Brenner 
and their children.

CHAIM DAVID BERSON 
CANTOR
Born and raised in Jerusalem, Israel, 
Cantor Chaim David Berson received 
his education at the Mir Yeshiva in 
Jerusalem. Subsequently, he graduated 

from the Tel Aviv Cantorial Institute. Cantor Berson has 
served as Associate Cantor at the Shaar Hashamayim 
Synagogue in Montreal, and is constantly in demand to lead 
services in prestigious synagogues worldwide, including the 
Great Synagogue in Jerusalem. He has been the Cantor at The 
Jewish Center since 2010. In the summer of 2013 he married 
Batya, who is currently studying to be a Psychiatric Nurse 
Practitioner at Columbia University. 

ARI LAMM
RESIDENT SCHOLAR
Serving as this year’s Resident Scholar, 
Ari Lamm attended Yeshiva University, 
graduating summa cum laude with 
a B.A. in both History and Jewish 
Studies. While at Yeshiva he earned a 

Henry Kressel Research Scholarship in support of his work 
fusing Ancient Jewish Studies with Old Iranian Studies. 
Upon graduating from Yeshiva, Ari was awarded a U.S.-U.K. 
Fulbright Scholarship to complete his M.A. in Hebrew & 
Jewish Studies at University College London. Subsequently, 
Ari commenced his rabbinical studies at the Rabbi Isaac 
Elchanan Theological Seminary, where he participated in 
the Straus Semikha Seminar on Jewish Ideas & American 
Democracy. Currently, he is a member of the Tikvah 
Foundation’s Post-Graduate Fellowship. His wife, Shlomit 
– a Stern College graduate with an M.A. from Columbia 
University in Biotechnology – is now a second-year dental 
student at New York University. They are the proud parents 
of Perri, Sarit and Maya.

NOACH GOLDSTEIN
RESIDENT SCHOLAR
Noach Goldstein is a fellow in the Bella 
and Harry Wexner Kollel Elyon at 
the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological 
Seminary. He is also completing an M.A. 

in Medieval Jewish History at the Bernard Revel Graduate 
School of Yeshiva University, and delivering a weekly Talmud 
shiur to the undergraduate community at the Columbia 
University Hillel. Noach spent two years studying at Yeshivat 
Har Etzion in Israel prior to completing his B.A. in History 
and English at Yeshiva University’s Schottenstein Honors 
Program while studying with Rabbi Michael Rosensweig. 
He subsequently joined the Semicha Honors Program at the 
Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary, where he was 
the Editor-in-Chief of the Beit Yitzchak Torah journal. Noach 
and his wife, Alexis, are thrilled to be part of the Jewish Center 
community.
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AVI FEDER
WILLIAM FISCHMAN RABBINIC 
INTERN
Avi Feder is a 4th year Rabbinical 
Student in the Semikha program 
at Yeshiva University’s Rabbi Isaac 

Elchanan Theological Seminary. He learned at Yeshivat Ohr 
Yerushalayim in AnchorIsrael for 2 years before graduating 
from Yeshiva University’s Sy Syms School of Business 
with a degree in Business Management & Marketing. Avi 
is excited to be joining the Jewish Center community; a 
community he served in his former capacity as the Director 
of Manhattan NCSY. Living in Washington Heights, he 
makes regular use of the pedestrian paths on the nearby 
the George Washington Bridge, whose running lanes have 
become his personal running track.

MARK WILDES
MANHATTAN	JEWISH	EXPERIENCE
Rabbi Mark Wildes is the Founder 
and Director of MJE. He holds a BA in 
Psychology from Yeshiva University, a 
law degree from the Cardozo School of 

Law, a master’s degree in International Affairs from Columbia 
University and was ordained by the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan 
Theological Seminary. Since founding MJE, Rabbi Wildes 
has become one of America’s most inspirational and dynamic 
Jewish educators.

POLINA BERDICH
CONTROLLER
Polina Berdich has been the Controller 
of The Jewish Center since August 
of 2005. She received her B.A. from 
Touro College and her MA Odessa 

University. Born in Ukraine, Polina immigrated to America 
eleven years ago. She and her son, Boris, currently reside 
in Brooklyn.

SABA LAWRENCE
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Born and raised in Pakistan, Saba 
comes to The JC with years of 
experience as Administrative Assistant 
at Manhattan Pentecostal Church. She 

received her Bachelors Degree in Arts and Education and 
taught junior high school for many years before coming to 
New York. Saba volunteers as a Sunday school teacher at 
her church and as a Troop Leader for the Girls Scouts of 
Greater New York.

BATSHEVA RITHOLTZ  
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT 
Batsheva studied at Tiferet Seminary in 
Ramat Beit Shemesh and received a BA 
in psychology from Queens College. 
She joined The JC staff in the summer 

of 2012. She was married to Jeff in December 2011 and they 
are the proud parents of Abigail.  

AARON STRUM
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Aaron Strum joined The Jewish Center 
in September 2008. He holds a B.S. 
Degree in Management from Touro 
College. Aaron came to The Jewish 

Center with over 12 years of experience as an Executive 
Director, having served in that capacity at Congregation 
B’nai Torah in Indianapolis and the Jewish Community 
Center of Paramus in Paramus, NJ. Aaron was born in 
Brooklyn and raised in Staten Island.  

JENN AND GABY 
MINSKY 
YOUTH DIRECTORS
Gaby is a born and bred Londoner and 
moved to the UWS two years ago. He 
is a real estate broker by profession 

and enjoys the opportunity this provides to see different 
neighborhoods of New York. He has experience as a youth 
leader that stems from his past involvement with Bnei Akiva 
in the UK. Gaby has also led Shabbat afternoon groups 
for pre-school age boys. He enjoys playing and watching 
tennis and soccer. 
Jennifer, originally from New Jersey, has been living on the 
west side for 5 years. She has taught first, second, and third 
grades in a public school and currently teaches Basic Skills 
to children needing extra support in reading and math 
in grades K-3. She has camp counseling experience, has 
led a variety of Shabbat groups such as Bnos on Shabbat 
afternoons and recently started a children’s program at 
MJE’s beginner service.  Jenn loves spending time with her 
new puppy, cooking, working out and hosting events.
Gaby & Jenn met in 2012 and were married in 2013. They 
are excited to join The Jewish Center family, contribute 
their new and exciting ideas and look forward to getting to 
know The JC families.  

ILANA GADISH 
YOETZET HALACHA
Ilana Gadish serves as the Yoetzet 
Halacha for a number of synagogues 
in Manhattan, and is a graduate of 
Nishmat’s U.S. Yoatzot Halacha 

Fellows program. Ilana also teaches Talmud and Tanakh at 
the Ramaz Upper School.  She previously served as an intern 
on the clergy of Lincoln Square Synagogue, and before that 
as a congregational intern at United Orthodox Synagogues 
in Houston, Texas. Ilana received her M.A. in Biblical 
and Talmudic Interpretation at the Graduate Program in 
Advanced Talmudic Studies (GPATS) at Stern College 
for Women, where she also received her B.A. with a major 
in Judaic Studies and a minor in Biology.  She spent a year 
studying at Midreshet Lindenbaum in Jerusalem, as well as 
two summers at the Drisha Institute.  Ilana currently lives on 
the Upper West Side with her husband Moshe Peters. Ilana 
can be reached at nycyoetzet@gmail.com or by phone at 
(646) 598-1080 with any questions.
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The Jewish center
131 West 86th Street
New York, NY 10024
Telephone: 212.724.2700
Fax: 212.724.5629
www.jewishcenter.org

Inside The JC:

Help Soldiers of the 
IDF Transition to 
Civilian Life

Page 5

Help us celebrate our 
100th Year! Page 7

Hear a Post-
Elections Wrapup 
from Bret Stephens

Page 10

Enjoy a Shabbat 
of Song with Lipa 
Schmeltzer

Page 12

JC Delegation to AIPAC Policy Conference
March 26-28 in Washington, DC

Over three jam-packed days, Policy Conference participants choose 
from hundreds of informative sessions and participate in the pro-
Israel community’s largest and most important advocacy sessions. 
If you have questions or are interested in joining the delegation, 
please call 212-724-2700


